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Africa Star with clasp

Terms

The star was awarded for a minimum one day service in 

an operational area of North Africa between 10 June 

1940 and 12 May 1943.

Bars

First Army: Awarded for service with that army between 

08 November 1942 and 12 May 1943. A 

'1' is worn on the ribbon in undress to 

denote this bar.

Eighth Army: Awarded for service with 

that army between 23 October 1942 and 

12 May 1943. An '8' is worn on the 

ribbon in undress to denote this bar.

North Africa 1942-1943: Awarded for 

service with the navy, merchant navy, air 

force or headquarters of the 18th Army 

Group between 23 October 1942 and 12 

May 1943. In undress, a rosette on the 

ribbon denotes this bar.

Ribbon

The pale buff (sand) ribbon has a central 

red stripe and two narrow stripes, dark blue at left and 

light blue at right. The colours represent the desert, 

army, navy, and air force.

Issued
There were 7,400 stars issued to Canadians.

Defense Medal

Terms

Although the medal was usually awarded to Canadians 

for six months service in Britain between 03 September 

1939 and 08 May 1945, the exact terms were: Service in 

the forces in non-operational areas subjected to air 

attack or closely threatened, providing such service 

lasted for three or more years. Service overseas or 

outside the country of residence, 

providing that such service lasted for 

one year, except in territories threatened 

by the enemy or subject to bomb 

attacks, in which case it was six months 

prior to 02 September 1945. Under the 

terms of this last condition, Canadians 

serving for one year in Newfoundland 

were eligible and persons serving for six 

months in Hong Kong were also eligible. 

The qualifying period in mine and bomb 

disposal was three months. Canadians 

serving in West Africa, Palestine and 

India, other than operational air crew, 

qualified for this medal. Those awarded 

the GC or GM for civil defence received 

this medal. Home Guard and others in Britain qualified 

for this medal.

Description

A circular, silver (.800 fine) medal, 1.42 inches in 

diameter. The British issue medals were made of cupro-

nickel.

Obverse

The obverse shows the bareheaded coinage effigy of 

King George VI, facing left, and the legend: 

GEORGEIVS VI D: BR: OMN: REX F: D: IND: IMP:

Reverse

On the reverse, the Royal Crown rests on the stump of 

an oak tree, flanked by a lion and a lioness. At the top 

left is the date 1939, and at the top right, the date 1945. 

In exergue, though not ruled off, is the wording: THE 

DEFENCE/MEDAL.

Mounting

A plain, straight, non-swivelling suspender with a single-

toe claw.

Ribbon

The light green ribbon is 1.25 inches wide with a central 

stripe of orange (0.5" wide) and a narrow black stripe in 

the middle of each green stripe. The orange (flame 

colour) represents the enemy attacks on the green land 

of England and the black represents the black-outs.

Dates

The award was established on 16 August 1945.

Issued 

There were 325,000 medals issued to Canadians.
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Canadian Volunteer Service Medal

Terms

The  Canadian Volunteer Service Medal 

is granted to persons of any rank in the 

Naval, Military or Air Forces of Canada 

who voluntarily served on Active Service 

and have honourably completed 

eighteen months (540 days) total 

voluntary service from September 3, 

1939 to March 1, 1947.

On June 6, 2003, eligibility to the 

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal was 

extended to members and reserve 

constables of the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police who voluntarily served 

during the Second World War.

Bars

A silver bar (often called a clasp), a maple leaf at its 

centre was awarded for 60 days service outside Canada. 

A silver maple leaf is worn on the ribbon in undress.

Description

A circular, silver medal (.925 fine silver), 1.42 inches in 

diameter.

Obverse

Seven marching figures are depicted, representing men 

and women of the army, air force, navy and nursing 

service; and around the rim, the inscription 1939 

CANADA 1945 VOLUNTARY SERVICE VOLONTAIRE.

Reverse

The reverse shows the coat of arms of Canada.

Mounting

The medal is linked to a straight suspender by a small 

ring passing through a small fixed ring at the top  of the 

medal.

Ribbon

The ribbon is 1.25 inches wide with a royal blue centre 

(0.5") flanked by two equal stripes of scarlet and dark 

green, the dark green being on the edges. The ribbon 

was issued during the war; the medal after the war.

Dates

The medal was established on 22 October 1943.

Issued

There were 1,183,000 eligible, with 650,000 medals and 

525,500 bars awarded.

War Medal 1939-45

Terms

The War Medal was awarded to all full-

time personnel of the armed forces and 

merchant marines for serving for 28 days 

between 03 September 1939 and 02 

September 1945. In the Merchant Navy, 

the 28 days must have been served at 

sea.

Bars

A single oak leaf emblem is worn to 

signify a Mention-in-Despatches and the 

silver oak leaf signifying a King's 

Commendation for Brave Conduct is 

worn on this medal. There is no bar 

other than these emblems.

Description

A circular, (.800 fine) silver medal, 1.42 inches in 

diameter. The British issue medals were made of cupro-

nickel.

Obverse

The obverse shows the crowned coinage effigy of King 

George VI, facing left, and the legend GEORGIVS VI D : 

BR : OMN : REX ET INDIAE IMP :

Reverse

The reverse device shows a lion standing wanton on the 

body of a double-headed dragon. The dragons heads are 

those of an eagle and a dragon to signify the principal 

occidental and oriental enemies. At the top, just right of 

centre are the dates 1939/1945 in two lines.

Mounting

A plain, straight non-swivelling suspender with a single-

toe claw.

Ribbon

The ribbon is 1.25 inches wide and consists of 7 

coloured stripes: red, dark blue, white, narrow red 

(centre), white, dark blue, and red.

Naming

The medals were issued unnamed, except those 

awarded to personnel of the Canadian Merchant Marine 

and RCMP, which were named on the rim.

Dates

The award was established on 16 August 1945.

Issued

There were 700,000 issued, including 4,450 to the 

Canadian Merchant Marine.
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Mounting

1. The King George VI medal has a solid bar with 

CANADA on it and this is attached by scroll arms welded 

to the top  of the medal. This proved to be a poor 

mounting as the welds broke off many of the early 

medals.

2. The Queen Elizabeth II medal does not have the solid 

bar. Thus the ribbon passes through a narrow bar 

between the scroll arms. A small maple leaf is at the 

base of the scroll arms.

Ribbon

The ribbon is gules (red), 1.5 inches (39 

mm) wide, with three equally spaced 

argent (silver) stripes and a single 

argent stitch on each edge. In more 

understandable language, orange-red 

with three white stripes and a single 

white stitch on each edge. A silver 

rosette is worn on the ribbon in undress 

for each bar awarded.

Dates

Initiated on 15 December 1949, and first 

awarded on 01 September 1951, the 

medal replaced all other long service awards for those 

joining the Canadian Forces after 01 September 1939 

and is still current.

Naming

1. King George VI: Name and rank are engraved on the 

reverse of the solid bar.

2.  Queen Elizabeth II: Name and rank are stamped on 

bottom edge.

Issued

Beginning with the first Canadian born Governor-

General, the Right Honourable Vincent MASSEY, CC CH 

GCJ CD, each Canadian Governor-General has been 

awarded a CD on taking office. This tradition continues 

because the Governor-General is ex-officio, Commander 

in Chief of the Canadian Forces.

Canadian Forces Decoration - CD

Terms

The Canadian Forces Decoration is awarded to officers 

and men of the Canadian Forces who have completed 

twelve years of service. The medal is awarded to all 

ranks, who must have a good record of conduct during 

the final eight years of claimed service. The medal is 

awarded to the regular forces, reserve forces and to 

officers to the Cadet Instructors List (CIL). Service in the 

regular and reserve of auxiliary forces of the British 

Commonwealth of Nations will be counted towards the 

medal if the final five years have been with the Canadian 

Forces and no other long service, good conduct or 

efficiency medal has been awarded for the same service. 

The medal may be awarded to persons in possession of 

any long service, good conduct or efficiency decoration 

or medal clasps, provided that the individual has 

completed the full qualifying periods of service for each 

award and that no service qualifying towards one award 

is permitted to count towards any other. The service need 

not be continuous. This award supersedes all other 

awards for members joining the Canadian Forces after 

01 September 1939.

Bars

A bar shall be awarded for every subsequent period of 

ten years of qualifying service. The tombac bar is 0.25 

inches (6 mm) high, has the Canadian coat of arms in 

the centre surmounted by a crown, and is gold in colour. 

The bar for this medal is called a clasp.

Description

It is a decagonal (ten-sided, representing the ten 

provinces) medal, 1.4375 inches across the flats, with 

raised busts. The King George VI medal is .800 fine 

silver, finished in silver gilt. The Queen Elizabeth II medal 

is tombac (a copper-zinc alloy). Both medals are gilt 

(gold) in colour with the Queen Elizabeth II medal being 

brighter than King George VI.

Obverse

1.The uncrowned coinage head of King George VI, 

facing left, with the inscription: GEORGIVS VI D : G  : 

BRITT : OMN : REX FID : DEF : around the edge.

2.The uncrowned coinage head of Queen Elizabeth II, 

facing right, with the inscription around the edge: 

ELIZABETH II DEI · GRATIA REGINA · CANADA · with 

the word CANADA being at the bottom.

Reverse

A crown, three maple leaves and an eagle representing 

the navy, army and air force from top  to bottom. The 

word SERVICE is on a scroll at the base and a fleur-de-

lis is on each side of the crown. The Royal Cypher is 

superimposed on the centre of the King George VI 

medal, but is omitted from the Queen Elizabeth II medal.
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United Nations Medals - United Nations Observer 

Group in Lebanon - UNOGIL

Thirty days service are required between 11 June 1958 

and 09 December 1958.

UN Mandate

With internal problems in Lebanon 

between the Lebanese Christian 

and Moslem inhabitants and the 

threat of invasion by the United 

Arab  Republic (Egypt and Syria), 

the Lebanese president requested 

the UN Security Council to send an 

Observer Group to Lebanon. The 

UNOGIL headquarters was in 

Beirut with 49 observer posts 

throughout Lebanon and reached 

a peak of 591 troops, 77 of them 

Canadian officers and men. The 

crisis ended with the presence of 14,000 USA soldiers 

and the election of a new president in July 1958. 

UNOGIL was ended after just 6 months.

Canadian Military Units

Officers and men from Canadian Army served, but no 

specific units.

Ribbon

The ribbon is UN blue with a narrow (2 mm) white stripe 

6 mm from each edge (same as ribbon as UNTSO).

Issued

Canadians have received 77 of the 591 issued.

1939-45 Star  

Terms

The Star was awarded for six months 

service  on active operations for Army 

and Navy,and two months for active air-

crew between 02 September 1939 and 

08 May 1945 (Europe) or 02 September 

1945 (Pacific). 
Ribbon

The ribbon consists of three equal 

stripes: dark blue, red, and light blue 

(representing the navy, army and air 

force).

Issued

Canadians received 305,000 stars, 88 

with bars.

First Hussars Royal Canadian Dragoons Royal Canadian Armored Corps


